	Title:
	Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE) 

	Date:
	June 17 2026 

	Place:
	Teams

	Time:
	4.15 for 4.30pm start 

	Invited to attend:

	A – A Pentreath (Chair), A Gopinath, D- M Solker, K Harman, B Levy, A Waheed, S K-don, R McRory, Kishan Singh
B –R Dennigan, P Milsted, F Parr
C – A Weir, H Grainger,  
D –   
LA – Simon Nortcliffe
Clerk – Linden Pitcher
Rachel Cutts Diocesan Schools Advisor


	Item
	
	
	

	1.

	Welcome /introduction from new members –
Apologies – M Cobbold,A Austen, R Lockhart, M Elder, Rev’d L Moore, Rev’d G Gooch

Non attendees – K Mills, A Montgomery, L Allsop

Welcome to a new member -
Kishan Singh – Sikh Community 
Spiritual thoughts/reflection – R McCrory- moved into Free Religion, connected to a group in Cambridge – can find free religious principles in all subjects in schools. Shared a paragraph by Margaret Barr -The Great Unity. 
AP - All please feel free to join in, offer your thoughts.
	
	

	2.
	Minutes of previous meeting -11 February 2026
Agreed 


	 
	

	
	
	
	

	3.
	General Business from Autumn meeting
a) Reports from committees

· B – Amy Austen –AP shared Amy’s report- Amy is an RE teacher at Suffolk One, suggesting a persons of faith activity, multi faith –have persons of faith in front of a class of 16–18-year-olds, using their  enrichment slot , have open questions. Discuss AI/social media? Students be able to see all faiths have different perspectives 
· PM -Social media is a good topic to cover, a hot topic at the moment

· AP – should the subject matter be more religious?
· BL- it is an important topic. Would this attract people of different backgrounds/faiths? 
· KH- there would be unity from the different presenters – young people see how united we are from different faiths. Ask the young people what they would like discussed? 

· Please email AP/AA with any thoughts/ideas?

· D – Rachel Cutts (report attached)
· RE will be in National Curriculum by 2028 
· KS4 – looking at secondary RE support, Beatrice Trott from Kesgrave High working on resources for KS4 RE, She is going to speak to as many secondary RE teachers as she can, then plan some resources for KS4.
· NASACRE Conference, May 2026 – Rachel attended look at NASACRE website for resources, looking at linking schools together across the country -peer to peer, share their world views.
b) LA officer – Simon Nortcliffe – Ofsted – in Suffolk – 25 inspections published since Nov 2025 – 4 references to RE /beliefs –SN send report/spreadsheet to LP 
c) Finance – budget £5241 – number of days for RC to be confirmed
d) Councillors- SHarley regularly attended. There has been a significant change to councillors – there will be new councillors joining SACRE. Have to give a place to a cabinet member 
e) Karen Harman -Website checks – SACRE holding schools to account – thanks to all who have completed web site checks, mixed picture – 325 schools – need to look at PRU’s/SEND schools. KH to meet with AP and SN to discuss – compose letters to be sent to schools -lack of any RE for KS 4 children. There are tutoring organisations who run from community hubs, halls. Can we contact those settings? SN talk to Provider Services
f) Alison Pentreath – RE Hubs – 3 years old. We are in the East Anglian RE hub, ways of helping schools to connect. Need to be accredited to be on their website – next course 8 July on teams -AP attending 
g) Raising standards across Suffolk -younger children need physical items to look at, feel and ask questions about. Collective Worship article by Rachel has been submitted in Headlines.
h) DMS – need to understand each other viewpoints, so many aspects to religion. Need physical symbols for young children

i) KS – younger needs physical indicators -I agree with Donna. Helped with school visits we have done. Still a lot of confusion about faiths.
j) FP – there are a lot of experts within schools, children from different faiths – invite parents/carers into schools, involve the local community 
k) BL – websites don’t show the quality of teaching, what the children are learning? need to ask the children. Can we create an event/project – for children to complete so we can find out what they have learnt 
l) PM – works in rural schools, Halesworth area, different parishes, need to get a balance of beliefs, schools welcome visitors 
m) KH -you are right we don’t know what is being taught, some schools websites show RE is linked across the curriculum. We are using it as a basis to move forward 
n) RMR – agree encourage parents from different faiths into schools 
o) DMS – Can we create a competition -good practice present a tangible award – need to decide how we can set this out across to schools, empower the schools.
p) WIRE Award – yes it still exists,send out in Headlines? 
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	4.
	Management of SACRE - 
a) Compliance with the statutory requirement 
· Any determinations / complaints about RE and collective worship based on viewing of websites as requested. -None 
b) Issues of governance / constitution / membership – N/A
c) Code of conduct -thank you Rachel -attached 
d) Statement of visions and values -follow NASACRE 
e) Guidance for SACRE members – virtual training available email LP if you wish to attend 
f) Representing SACRE – Please advise if visiting schools -PM will visit schools
	ALL 

ALL
	

	5.
	AOB – N/A
	
	

	6.
	Future dates / timings / agendas
· Next meeting dates:
14 October ,3 February, 16 June -4.30 – 6:00 -teams 


	
	


Action Log

	Agenda Item
	Action
	By Whom
	Summer term
	Status

	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Person of faith activity – email AA/AP with thoughts/ideas 
	ALL
	
	

	3
	Ofsted reports/visits -send report to LP
	SN
	
	

	3
	Finance – days to be agreed for RC
	SN/AP/RC
	
	

	3
	Website checks – KH/AP/SN to meet to discuss, compose letters to be sent
	KH/AP/SN/

RC
	
	

	3
	SN talk to Provider Services 
	SN
	
	

	3
	WIRE Award – send out in Headlines?
	KH/AP 
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