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Terms of reference for SEND Band I Panel

Version Details
· Version: 1
· Last Update: 10th April 2025
· Updated by: Gemma Morgan, Joy Settle, Rebecca Piotrowski, Mike McKeaveney 
· Date for Review: April 2026

Band I Funding
Band I Funding is for Individual learners with the most profound and multiple needs whose additional support requires in excess of £22,000 (£6,000 Additional Support plus £16,000 Top-Up).  All requests for Band I funding must be agreed by the Band I Panel.  Enhanced evidence is requested and a panel of SEND specialists will meet on a termly basis to discuss the level of support required. 
The Band I Panel will take place once a term and is always scheduled 2-3 weeks after the half term break.
Membership
The Board will be chaired by the Assistant Director for Inclusion Services and in their absence the Vice Chair will be the Head of SEND Funding and Provider Services. 
Membership of the Board will be constituted as follows:  
	Members (Decision Making)

	Assistant Director for Inclusion Services
	Chair

	Head of SEND Services
	

	Head of Specialist Education Services
	

	Deputy Head SEND Services
	

	Deputy Head SEND Services
	

	Members (Non-Decision Making)
	

	Head of SEND Funding and Provider Services
	Vice Chair

	High Needs Funding Moderation Lead
	

	High Needs Funding Moderation Lead
	

	Invited Members
	

	Special School Headteachers or Representatives
	



Quorate
The group has five decision making members and three supporting members, in order for the group to be quorate three decision making members need to be in attendance and two of the non-decision making members. 
Remit and Purpose 
· To consider and agree all new requests for Band I funding applications from Special Schools, Specialist Units, Mainstream Schools and FE Settings.
· To assess information provided by the settings as to whether a Band I is required and for how long.
· Examine the financial information provided and decide if the level of funding is appropriate for the provision requested.
· To consider and agree any previously approved Band Is which are due for renewal. 
Supporting Information
· For Special Schools the Headteacher of the school (or representative) will attend the Panel to present the cases for consideration for Band I.  
· For Specialist Units, Mainstream Schools and FE Settings the High Needs Funding Moderation Leads will present the case and the supporting information at the panel.
· Separate panels will be set up with one for Special Schools and another for Specialist Units, Mainstream Schools and FE Settings.
· Band I requests are approved on a case-by-case basis and for no longer than one academic year.  Once a Band I is agreed the school is requested to return for a review once the agreed timeframe has expired. 
· Only applications for CYP with EHCPs will be considered, this does not include learners at ECHNA stage, before a Band I can be considered a draft plan must be in place.
· There is an expectation that before a case is brought to Band I Panel that a Section F consultation has already taken place.
Decisions Outside of Panel
· No Band I decision should be made outside of the panel unless there are exceptional circumstances agreed by the Assistant Director for Inclusion Services. 
· If Band I funding is requested for a Tribunal Case then this should also be brought by the Family Services Caseworker to the Band I Panel.  All requests should be agreed in line with all Band I funding and a school cannot request Band I funding outside of this process.
· Any decisions must be signed-off by the Assistant Director for Inclusion Services and cannot be put in place until this is received.
· An emergency quorate panel can be called if further agreement is required.   
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Suffolk

County Council

Application for High Needs Funding 2018/19

Essential information
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DFE Number: School Name
2100
Occold Primary School
UPN Name of Child/ Young Person Date of Birth: Year Groupl
class:
P935210016005 Amber Webb 02/03/2012
2
SEND Status When was support last reviewed?
EHCP Suffolk
Assessment in progress Out of county
(Home
SEN Support authority)
Dual Placement Number of Startdate | End date Mainstream school
days
Previous Band 2017-18 (if known band 1-4
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