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What the Law says on Religious Education

All schools have a statutory ol
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Religious Egucation s partof the basic educationsl entitiement foral pupils. Itis
statutory for AL schools but i not part of the National Curriculum.

Schools must provide RE for allregistered pupils n fulltime education. This ncludes:
+ reception classes, but not children in nurseries or playgroups
+ school sixth forms, but not sixth form colleges*
+ spedal schools, where pupils must receive RE as far as is practicable,

Variations in law® govern the nature of the RE taught depending on whether 3 schoal
is @ community school, church or other voluntary school, academy or free school.

Community, foundation and voluntary controlled schools n Suffolk must teach RE
‘according to the current Suffolk Locally Agreed Syllabus .. they must follow the
Syllabus requirements wien they write, o adop, an RE curriculum. Academies and
free schools may choos 1o use the Suffolk Agreed Syllabus.

Alocally agreed syllabus i 2 legal document. It must reflect th fact that religious
traditions in Great Britain ore, in the main, Chistian, whilt taking account of the
teoching and practices of the other principol eligions represented in Great Britain.”

An agreed sylabus must not be designed to convert pupils, or urge a particuar
religion or religious belief on puplls.

Parents have 2 legal right to withdraw children from RE. They do not have to provide
2 reason and schools must comply. Pupls may withdraw themselves at 18. Teachers
may withdraw from teaching RE, with certain exceptions in church schools.®

Schools must publish RE curriculum detais by year group on their websit.

Schools must provide an annual report to parents or Caters gving brief particulars of
progress and achievements i al subjects, including RE.>

RE may be inspected i any school. Insome schools this will bz by Qfied. In church
or otherfaithschools,  denominational nspection of RE is made on a regular bass

+ Are you clear about the legal requirements for R inyourschool? What
changes do you need to make, fany? Who else needs to be aware of
requirements e.5.saff, parents, governors?

+ Does the school website show the rovision o REfor each year group? s
there enough detail o show you are ulfiling requirements?
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feges must provide R forthose who wish o receive e

©Forfurher detis, see ‘Rligaus ducaton nEnglsh Schoas Non satutory Guidance 2010
7 Education sct 19 section 373 1

Forfurher detls, see Religous ducation n Englsh schods: Hon-tatuory Guidance 2010
*Regultion , Ecucaton (Pl nformation) (England) Reguacons 005,51 200871437




