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AGENDA

	Title of Meeting:
	School’s Forum High Needs Group

	Purpose or Mandate: 
	To oversee the HNB of the DSG

	Date:
	Thursday 13th October 2022

	Place:
	Microsoft Teams 

	Times:
	15:30 to 17:00

	Attendees:
	Gemma Morgan (Chair) 

Allison Coleman 

Graham Alcock 

Sally Garrett

Jan Hatchell

Joy Settle
Holly Herring 

Georgina Ellis


	Head of SEND Funding and Provider Services, SCC
Governor, Federation of Fairfield and Colneis Schools
Headteacher, Chalk Hill PRU
Headteacher, Ashley School
Headteacher, Riverwalk School

High Needs Funding Moderation Lead, SCC
West Suffolk College (guest)
Director of Education SEND (Special educational needs and disability) Unity Schools Partnership Park Road Haverhill, Suffolk



	
	PLEASE SEND A REP IF YOU CAN’T ATTEND

	Invited Guests: 
	


PART A – contains items that could be disclosed in full to the public and staff

	Item No
	Estimated Timing
	 Item Description
	Lead Officer
	Attachment

	1
	15.30-15.40
	Welcome & introductions

Apologies: Sam Porter, Ashley Jacobs Raedwald Trust, Steve Newman, Michael Quinton
	GM
	

	2
	15.40-15.50
	Minutes from the last meeting
Discussed and agreed
	GM
	
[image: image1.emf]2022-09-08 High  Needs Working Group Minutes.doc



	3
	15.50-16.10
	Delivering Better Value in SEND Update
Gemma discussed the programs that the DfE are working on (from meeting on 12/10/2022). Many things are being explored but it is not a one size fits all program. Various local authorities were in attendance with different challenges.
The first phase is looking at data and funding, the second phase is operational looking at what can be done differently and the third is the implementation phase where we can apply for a one-off grant.

The next 4 weeks will be spent with Newton building up ideas about what we can do to reduce our deficit.

Fran, Izzy and Ros will be attending the next meeting in Milton Keynes.
	GM
	

	4
	16.10-16.40
	Draft HNF Banding Descriptors.
The descriptors and support levels require updating. Joy has had conversations with both special schools and mainstream schools sharing ideas with them about enhancing the descriptors not changing them.

Joy explained the VSEND tool (a process for a SENCO to use within a school).
The VSEND tool and banding descriptors were put side by side and Joy pulled information about what is useful from both.

G.A mentioned that some of the SEMH descriptions seem to be too specific and suggested tweaks to some of the wording.

Joy invited attendees to provide detailed feedback/ responses regarding the descriptors. 
A.C advised that cost of living in school settings will be discussed at Schools Form next week and to provide feedback if attendees would like to.
	JS
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	5
	
	2022 Future Meeting Dates:

High Needs Working Group 
· Thursday 1 December, 15:30 to 17:00
	Schools Forum Dates:
· Thursday 12th January
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MINUTES

		Title of Meeting:

		School’s Forum High Needs Working Group



		Purpose or Mandate: 

		To oversee the HNB of the DSG



		Date:

		8 September 2022



		Place:

		Microsoft Teams



		Times:

		3:30pm to 17:00pm



		Attendees:

		Gemma Morgan (Chair) 


Michael Quinton


Allison Coleman 


Graham Alcock 


Sally Garrett


Sarah Wood


Chris Komodromos

Ashlee Jacobs 


Jan Hatchell


Jacqui Frost


Abbie Thorrington


Lisa Jones


Steve Newman


Joy Settle


Samantha Porter


Helen Murray


Claire Willis

Sue Prickett

George Ellis


Ros Somerville

Darren Woodward


Andrew Berry

		Head of SEND Funding and Provider Services, SCC

Schools Funding Policy Manager SCC


Governor, Federation of Fairfield and Colneis Schools

Headteacher, Chalk Hill PRU

Headteacher, Ashley School


Headteacher, Waldringfield Primary School

Headteacher, Churchill School

Raedwald Trust


Headteacher, Riverwalk School


SPHA


Ipswich Academy


Consortium Multi-Academy Trust

SEND Policy and Funding Manager, SCC


High Needs Funding Moderation Lead, SCC

Whitehouse


Wickham Market Primary School

Headteacher, Murrayfield Primary School

Chief Finance and Operations Officer, SENDAT

Director of Education SEND Unity


Assistant Director Inclusion

Unity


Tilian





		Item

		 Minutes

		Actions



		1 Welcome & introductions

		

		



		2 Minutes from the last meeting

		

		



		3 Delivering Better Value in SEND

		This will be in the paper; SCC are one of 55 Local Authorities that is in the delivering better value scheme. SCC are in the first tranche as we are predicting a £27m overspend.   We have had an Initial meeting with the delivery partner appointed called Newton. 

Phase 1 will begin and will start with looking at data analysis. Steve Newman is working on a breakdown on all spending over the last 5 years and how we have allocated the budget. Data has also been asked for on all the children we have supported over the last 5 years which would total around a set of 12,000. 


The first 6-month period is analysing funding spend etc and if best practice has been followed. Second phase is 18 months that looks at implementing the action plan from phase 1.

		



		4 High Needs Additional Funding (Follow up from Schools Forum)

		SCC received £3.4m from the DfE; this came through as a supplementary fund. DfE had given guidance on how to spend the funds, so SCC undertook some benchmarking to see what statistical neighbours done with their funding from the DfE. One of the statistical neighbours was looking at contributing to national Insurance. SCC decided to go down the route as Norfolk. Next year this funding will go straight to the HNF block. 


Gemma shared a spreadsheet that shows the breakdown of funding.

		GM to send out spreadsheet.

GM to speak with Councillor’s James Reed and Racheal Hood to look at lobbying.



		5 Update on Summer Term Moderation

		Moderation in mainstream is still very busy in mainstream; the downturn isn’t happening. The temporary plans implemented during COVID have now dispensed. JS and team have been contacting all settings that have temporary bands still in place from the pandemic to ask for updates and some have returned to say they are no longer needed. Decreases are being requested which has offset the cost of additional bands. Summer moderation has seen an increase in band I requests. Specialist units are quiet and those that has requested are just when new starters come with a lower band that need to be increased.


Overall, the spend for summer moderation was £1.5m but the spend was reduced to £650,000 taking into account all the various decreases etc. 


JS has been working on updating the banding descriptors. Around the time of the current version of the banding descriptors, SES wasn’t around when they were written. There was an opportunity in spring term to work with Impower as per the SEND review. A few select schools have been trialling the new descriptors. The update banding descriptors are currently in draft and will be shared with the group for comment. All tweaks and changes are in red.

		Add new banding descriptors structure to the agenda in October. 


JS to send out the updated banding descriptors to comment on ready for next working group.



		6 AOB

		None

		





		Future Meeting Dates



		High Needs Working Group:


· Thursday 13 October 2022

		Schools Forum:


· Tuesday 22 November
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             G


· Complex and profound needs


· Some 2:1 support is required for personal care/interventions*


· Multi-agency and specialist support


· Ongoing advice from multi agencies and/or therapeutic services


· Complex speech and language disorder and  delay





· Obsessional/ritualistic socio-communication needs affecting most aspects of daily life


· Significant cognitive impairment


· Complex SEMH needs requiring extensive


multi-agency support


· Severe/complex physical/medical needs


· Severe/profound sensory needs that are affecting most aspects of daily life








H


· Profound and multiple needs


· A high level of 2:1 support is required*


· Support described as highly specialised


· Specialist multi-agency interventions


· Ongoing input from multi agencies and/or therapeutic services


· Complex/profound speech and language disorder and delay


· Obsessional/ritualistic socio-communication needs affecting all aspects of daily life


· Extreme delays across cognitive range


· Complex/severe SEMH needs requiring 


extensive multi-agency interventions 


· Profound/multiple physical/medical needs


· Profound/multiple sensory needs that are affecting all aspects of daily life











**Support levels for the higher bands are as stated for a mainstream or FE setting and will be interpreted on an individual learner basis for specialist settings.








F


· Severe to complex needs


· All learning and all social time requires 1:1 support*


· Regular, detailed planning/target setting by SENDCo and outside agencies


· Outside agency contact with learner is ongoing or caseload work is completed


· Severe speech and language disorder or delay





· Constant interventions for socio-communication needs


· Cognitive range is around 1st percentile


· Personalised interventions required for SEMH needs and constant support for regulation


· Constant support for physical/medical needs


· Severe sensory needs that are significantly affecting access to learning and daily life

















D


· Moderate to significant needs


· Most learning requires 1:1 support and may need shared support in social time*


· Advice from SENDCo


· Specific outside agency advice/support





· Moderate speech and language disorder or delay


· Significant support for socio-communication needs


· Very low cognitive range


· Frequent support for SEMH needs


· Frequent support for physical/medical needs


· Frequent support for sensory needs




















*Support levels for the lower bands are there as a guide and can vary, depending on the primary area of need. There will be variations on an individual basis and provision for some  learners will be more resource/intervention based.


  C


· Mild to moderate needs


· Some 1:1 support for learning and may need shared support in social time*


· Monitored by SENDCo


· Generic outside agency advice





· Mild/moderate speech and language disorder or delay


· Frequent support for socio-communication needs


· Low cognitive range (>3 years below ARE)


· Regular support for SEMH needs


· Regular support for physical/medical needs


· Regular support for sensory needs



































E


· Significant to severe needs


· All learning requires 1:1 support and some 1:1 may be required in social time*


· Interventions overseen by SENDCo


· Outside agency assessment has been carried out and some contact with learner is ongoing


· Moderate/severe speech and language disorder or delay


· Constant support for socio-communication needs


· Extremely low cognitive range


· Significant SEMH needs and daily support 


· Significant support for physical/medical needs





· Significant support for sensory needs
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 COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SOCIO-COMMUNICATION


Demonstrates mild socio-communication difficulties that may need occasional support but do not impact on ability to socialise or access learning. 


COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SPEECH & LANGUAGE


Has not achieved fully developed speech and language skills at age appropriate level and this is mildly affecting aspects of learning and/or socialisation.


SEMH 


MENTAL HEALTH


Can be nervous in busy or unfamiliar environments/new situations.  


SEMH


EMOTIONAL


Lacks a good level of self-esteem or resilience  that can impact on emotional wellbeing. May occasionally need to be reminded of expectations for behaviour or appropriate emotional regulation.


SEMH


SOCIAL


Making and maintaining friendships is occasionally affected due to shyness or reluctance to ask for help. Needs encouragement to join in with peers and does not naturally take the lead.





MONITORING


Initial concerns have been discussed with SENDCo and advice has been given to teacher for monitoring.





PROGRESS


Not maintaining progress or meeting age related targets, on an increasingly regular basis.











SUPPORT


More individualised teacher differentiation is being required and regular checks for understanding are in place.





NEED


Has emerging need(s) that can be defined within the four areas of SEND.


BAND


A








	 











COGNITION & LEARNING 


ATTENTION & CONCENTRATION


MEMORY & PROCESSING


Not able to concentrate generally or focus on learning tasks without  occasional reminders.


Underdeveloped memory and processing skills can have some impact on areas of  the curriculum and on daily tasks.





 COGNITION & LEARNING 


COGNITIVE ABILITY


Is demonstrating some difficulty with literacy/numeracy skills and assessment results are generally below average.  May have a mild ‘at risk’ indicator on an assessment for a specific learning difficulty.


SENSORY 


OTHER


Minor sensory difficulties that are controlled and do not impact on daily life or access to the curriculum. 








SENSORY 


VISUAL


Has a visual difficulty that is regularly monitored and can be resolved with prescription glasses.


SENSORY 


HEARING


Has occasional hearing difficulties related to minor illness or time of year (e.g. glue ear or depressed hearing from a cold).








PHYSICAL


Has a medical condition that may occasionally affect daily life. Setting needs to be aware of any concerning indicators related to the condition. No regular medication required. Some minor difficulties with motor skills.
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 SEMH 


MENTAL HEALTH


Experiences some anxiety in busy or unfamiliar environments/new situations. Occasionally tearful/withdrawn.


SEMH


EMOTIONAL


Has low self-esteem and can  occasionally demonstrate disengagement, frustration and/or aggression.  Can be attention seeking. Occasional support needed for behaviour regulation/ mediation. Some teaching required for emotional literacy.  


SEMH


SOCIAL


Has some difficulty making and maintaining friendships. Understanding of safety and behaviour requires some support. Requires some teaching of skills, routines and conflict resolution. 





MONITORING


Regular monitoring by SENDCo is required.


Any outside agency input is a one off assessment or initial guidance.





PROGRESS


Fails to make the anticipated progress across an area of the curriculum and requires some support to address specific needs.











SUPPORT


Support is not needed at 1:1 level and can work well in small groups.


Requires some differentiation, teacher planning and social support.


COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SOCIO-COMMUNICATION


Some support for:


social interaction/skills; transition; unstructured times; rigid thinking/behaviours; empathy; understanding others; inclusion; anxiety; repetitive activity. 


COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SPEECH & LANGUAGE


Can lack fluency and under-standing is reduced. Phonological skills/spelling affected. Can use communication aids, where needed, independently.





NEED


Working below level of peers. Can achieve with some differentiation and occasional support.





BAND


B








	 








SENSORY 


OTHER


Sensory difficulties may require modification to the environment and the curriculum and some support needed for impact on social interaction.








SENSORY 


VISUAL


Visual difficulties may require modification to the environment e.g. enhanced learning materials with enlarged font. Support required for some practical activities/equipment. 


PHYSICAL


Monitoring for a medical condition OR mobility adaptations and resources needed for a disability. Some supervision for medication. Generic emergency plan. School level risk assessment.


SENSORY 


HEARING


Hearing difficulties may require modification to the environment e.g. enhanced learning resources/positional seating.








 COGNITION & LEARNING 


COGNITIVE ABILITY


[bookmark: _Hlk12440478]Learning difficulties – some modification of curriculum via teacher differentiation and general adult support. Low average cognitive range. Reading and spelling difficulties and not achieving age related expectations. Some difficulty with abstract concepts.


COGNITION & LEARNING 


ATTENTION & CONCENTRATION


MEMORY & PROCESSING


Weak attention span, requiring some prompting/ refocusing.  Some levels of disorganisation. Some verbal and visual prompts needed.


Mild short term memory difficulties.  Some difficulty retaining and applying information. Weak processing skills and need some extra time.  Poor memory and processing skills can impact on areas of  the curriculum.
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COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION


SOCIO-COMMUNICATION


Frequent support for:


social interaction/skills; transition; unstructured times; rigid thinking/behaviours; empathy; understanding others; inclusion; anxiety; repetitive actions. Difficulty with social cues/norms/conversations and lacks the skills to maintain friendships or manage some change.


Advice from SES C&I team is being used.





MONITORING


Monitored by SENDCo. 


Generic advice and guidance from outside agencies is being used.





COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SPEECH & LANGUAGE


Mild to moderate disorder or delay. Lacks clarity and fluency in speech or some difficulty with grammar/word finding/ vocabulary and understanding may be limited. Struggles to follow instructions/listen beyond the everyday context, at an age appropriate level. Language modification needed in some subjects. Literacy development is being affected. Can use communication aids, where needed, with some support.  An initial speech and language assessment has been carried out and some intervention is required.


BAND


C


SUPPORT


Some 1:1 support for learning and social time may require shared support. Small group work is generally successful.  Requires daily differentiation and teacher planning. Specific 1:1 interventions have been introduced.


SEMH 


EMOTIONAL


Low self-esteem and levels of emotional resilience. Some disengagement, frustration, attention seeking and/or aggression that impacts on learning progression and socialisation. Regular support needed for behaviour regulation/mediation. Some specific teaching required for emotional literacy.  Difficulty with learning from previous experiences.





PROGRESS


Fails to make the anticipated progress across many areas of the curriculum and requires some adaptation to targets. Requires targeted/specific support to address needs.








NEED


Working well below level of peers. Can achieve with differentiation, adapted teaching methods, suitable interventions and regular support.





	SEMH 


SOCIAL


Difficulty making and maintaining friendships. Limited understanding of safety and behaviour requiring specific support. Requires specific teaching of skills, routines and conflict resolution. 








SEMH 


MENTAL HEALTH


Some anxiety in busy or unfamiliar environments/new situations, impacting on engagement with learning more than once a week.  Can be tearful/ withdrawn and experience separation anxiety.  May be at risk of self-harm. Needs some setting based therapeutic support.





 




















Advice from SES SEMH team is being used. May be some attendance issues as a result of SEMH needs.





SENSORY 


OTHER


Regular specialist support/modification required to the environment, and/or modification to the curriculum, to meet sensory need(s).  Regular support for impact on social interaction and distress caused by normal physical contact or use of personal space.








SENSORY 


VISUAL


Some support/modification to the environment with access to advice from SES Sensory Team. Enhanced learning materials with enlarged font and magnification aids. Support for most practical activities/equipment. 


SENSORY 


HEARING


Some support/modification to the environment with access to advice from SES Sensory Team. Enhanced learning environment/ positional seating/sound field production. 








 PHYSICAL


Regular support required and/or mobility adaptations/resources needed for a physical disability. Mild to Moderate motor skill difficulties. Significant support for medical issue that may include pain management, focus on learning, communicating their needs or self-care tasks.   Supervision, monitoring and some help for administering medication. Specific emergency plan/risk assessment in place that will have been endorsed by a health professional.





 COGNITION & LEARNING 


COGNITIVE ABILITY


Learning difficulties – requires modification of curriculum, over and above teacher differentiation. Low cognitive range. Increasing literacy and/or numeracy difficulties (>3yrs below ARE). Difficulty with abstract concepts.


Advice from SES C&L team is being used.





COGNITION & LEARNING


ATTENTION & CONCENTRATION 


MEMORY & PROCESSING


Weak attention span, requiring frequent refocusing. Support required for organisation. Needs frequent verbal and visual prompting.


Mild to moderate short term memory difficulties.  Significant difficulty retaining and applying information. Very weak processing skills and needs extra time and prompts.  Poor memory and processing skills impact on many areas of curriculum. 
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PROGRESS


Fails to make the anticipated progress across most areas of the curriculum and requires adapted teaching and learning approaches and personalised targets to address specific needs.








SUPPORT


Most learning requires 1:1 support and some social time may require shared support. Small group work is not always successful. Requires daily differentiation, teacher planning and personalised targets. Specific interventions are established.


BAND


D


        MONITORING


Regular detailed advice from the SENDCo and outside agency specific/individual advice is in place.





NEED


Working well below level of peers and progress is limited, even with support, an adapted curriculum and personalised targets.





	SEMH 


SOCIAL


Increasing difficulty making and maintaining friendships. Limited understanding of safety and behaviour, requiring frequent support. Requires individualised teaching of skills, routines and conflict resolution. 





SEMH 


MENTAL HEALTH


Frequent anxiety in busy or unfamiliar environments/new situations. Often tearful/withdrawn.  Some low levels of self-harm. Needs setting based therapeutic support, based on advice from mental health/wellbeing outside agency.





SEMH 


EMOTIONAL


Very low self-esteem. Frequent disengagement, frustration, attention seeking and/or aggression. Regular support needed for behaviour regulation/ mediation, that can be aggressive and occasionally involves SLT. Frequent teaching required for emotional literacy and skills to deal with distress and diffuse situations.


COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SOCIO-COMMUNICATION


Significant support for:


social interaction/skills; transition; unstructured times; rigid thinking/behaviours; empathy; understanding others; inclusion; anxiety; repetitive actions. Increasing difficulty with social cues/norms and conversations and lacks the skills to initiate friendships or manage most change.  Specific advice from the SES C&I team is in place.





COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SPEECH & LANGUAGE


Moderate disorder or delay. Speech is impaired, understanding is at a simple level and difficulty with grammar/word finding/ vocabulary is more obvious and frequent. Effect on literacy development is becoming more pronounced. Difficulties with articulation may be due to a specific disorder (e.g. verbal dyspraxia).  Difficulties with decoding of instructions/processing in whole class learning. Can use communication aids, where needed, with more frequent support.  Language modification in most subjects.  An NHS speech and language assessment has been carried out and therapy is required.


 























Specific advice from the SES SEMH team is in place. May be increasing attendance issues as a result of SEMH needs.








SENSORY 


OTHER


Frequent specialist support and modification to the environment, and/or the curriculum, to meet sensory need(s). Frequent support for impact on social interaction and distress caused by normal physical contact or use of personal space.





SENSORY


 VISUAL


Frequent specialist support/modification to the environment with specific advice from the SES Sensory Team in place. Enhanced learning materials with enlarged font, magnification aids and assistive technologies.  Constant support for practical activities and equipment.





PHYSICAL


Frequent support and/or mobility adaptations/ resources needed for a physical disability. Moderate motor skill difficulties. Significant support for medical issue that may include pain management, focus on learning, communicating their needs or self-care tasks.   Supervision, monitoring and some help for administering medication. Specific emergency plan/risk assessment in place that will have been drawn up in liaison with a health professional.





SENSORY 


HEARING


Frequent specialist support/modification to the environment with specific advice from the SES Sensory Team in place. Enhanced learning environment, sound field production, positional seating and some signing. 








 COGNITION & LEARNING


ATTENTION & CONCENTRATION 


MEMORY & PROCESSING


Weak attention span requiring frequent prompting/ refocusing. Increasing levels of support required for organisation. Needs increasing verbal/visual prompting.


Significant short term memory difficulties.  Extreme difficulty retaining and applying information. Extremely weak processing skills that need some 1:1 support.  Poor memory and processing skills impact on all areas of curriculum.


 COGNITION & LEARNING 


COGNITIVE ABILITY


Learning difficulties requiring modification of curriculum, small group/individual learning and targeted adult support.  Very low cognitive range. Difficulty with abstract concepts, requiring some support.


Specific advice from the SES C&L team is in place.
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MONITORING


Regular detailed interventions are overseen by the SENDCo and outside agency assessment(s) have been carried out. 





SEMH 


MENTAL HEALTH


Has a specific mental health need that impacts on learning on a daily basis. Significant anxiety in busy or unfamiliar environments and almost daily withdrawn/ tearful/ anxious/low mood. Regular engagement in self-harm/substance misuse/eating disorder. Needs regular setting based therapeutic support and individual advice in place from a mental health/wellbeing outside agency. 








SEMH 


SOCIAL


Significant difficulty making and maintaining friendships. Very limited understanding of safety and behaviour and finds situations very challenging, even with support. Inclusion is difficult even with constant teaching of skills, routines and conflict resolution.





SEMH


EMOTIONAL


Significantly low self-esteem and emotional resilience. High levels of disengagement, frustration, attention seeking and/or aggression.  Daily support for behaviour regulation/mediation that frequently involves SLT and an emerging connection with significant neurodevelopmental difficulties, attachment disorder or past trauma is identifiable. Structured teaching of emotional literacy and skills to deal with distress and diffuse situations are required.





COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SOCIO-COMMUNICATION


[bookmark: _Hlk13568032][bookmark: _Hlk13568033]Constant support for:


[bookmark: _Hlk13572619][bookmark: _Hlk13572620]social interaction/skills; transition; unstructured times; rigid thinking/behaviours; empathy; understanding others; inclusion; anxiety; repetitive actions. Limited motivation with regards to social interaction and attempts to initiate friendships often involves fixations and emotional conflict. Reaction to change is significant.


Some contact with SES C&I team.


COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SPEECH & LANGUAGE


Moderate to severe language disorder or delay significantly affecting curriculum access.  Extensive misunderstanding of verbal information and attention lacks focus. Grammar/word finding/ vocabulary skills are not developing. Literacy development is significantly affected. Requires significant language modification in all subjects. Speech can be incomprehensible to unfamiliar listeners. Can use communication aids with constant support More frequent access to NHS SaLT with a least monthly therapy sessions being required during active contact.





SUPPORT


All learning requires 1:1 support and social time may need some 1:1 support. Small group learning is extremely difficult. Requires some personalised learning to be in place and targets to be significantly adapted. Specific interventions are in place.


NEED


Working well below level of peers and achievement is limited even with a personalised curriculum and significantly adapted targets. Needs are beginning to impact beyond the educational setting.


PROGRESS


[bookmark: _Hlk13571055]Progress across all areas of the curriculum is limited. Requires intensive teaching and learning approaches to address specific needs.








BAND


E








	





                                                               PHYSICAL


Constant enhanced support and extensive mobility adaptations and resources for a physical disability. Occasional support for self-care, personal care and/or manual handling. Moderate to Severe motor skill difficulties. Constant enhanced support for medical issue that may involve intervention for personal/ intimate care. Needs impact on ability to access daily life safely and can require specific staff training. Requires medication to be administered. Specific emergency plan/risk assessment in place that will have been drawn up by a designated health professional.


Some contact with SES SEMH team and attendance may be significantly affected by SEMH needs.


SENSORY 


OTHER


Pupil requires extensive specialist support and access to therapeutic interventions to ensure sensory needs are met and learning can take place. Distress caused by sensory sensitivities is limiting participation in daily activities and the sensory input being sought is significantly affecting safety.





SENSORY 


VISUAL


Constant specialist support/modification to the environment with some contact with the SES Sensory Team. Enhanced learning materials with possibility of some Braille.  Requires constant support for practical activities that will involve adapted equipment and the possibility of some physical support or intervention. 


SENSORY 


HEARING


Constant specialist support/modification to the environment with some contact with the SES Sensory Team. Relies entirely on technology/sign language and requires a high level of adult interpretation and/or note taking. 








 COGNITION & LEARNING 


COGNITIVE ABILITY


Learning difficulties that impact on all areas of the curriculum. Extremely low cognitive range. Difficulty with abstract concepts even with support.


Some contact with SES C&L team.


COGNITION & LEARNING 


ATTENTION & CONCENTRATION


MEMORY & PROCESSING


Weak attention span requiring almost constant prompting/ refocusing.  Significant levels of support required for organisation. Significant verbal and/or visual prompting. 


Severe short term memory difficulties. Significant difficulty retaining and applying information even with explicit overlearning. Extremely weak processing skills, even with 1:1 support.  Poor memory and processing skills impact on all areas of curriculum and social engagement.





















Banding Descriptors - 2022 - Copy/Banding Map F.docx













MONITORING


Regular and detailed planning and target setting by the SENDCo and outside agencies. The agencies have regular contact with the learner and contribute to target setting or have completed caseload contact.








COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SOCIO-COMMUNICATION


Even with significant interventions, the pupil still experiences difficulty that impacts on many aspects of school life and social interaction. Constant support for regulation.


Little interest in social interaction or friendships and a range of negative reactions/behaviours are manifest when thwarted. Reaction to change is significant and long standing.


Regular contact with and target setting by the SES C&I team or completed caseload contact.


SEMH 


SOCIAL


Severe difficulty making and maintaining friendships. Extremely limited understanding of safety and behaviour and struggles, even with extensive support. Inclusion is extremely difficult even with constant teaching of skills, routines and conflict resolution.





SEMH 


MENTAL HEALTH


Has a specific mental health need that impacts on all aspects of the day. Severe anxiety in busy or unfamiliar environments/new situations. Almost constantly withdrawn/tearful/anxious/low mood. Significant engagement in self-harm/substance misuse/eating disorder. Needs daily setting based therapeutic support and ongoing individual advice in place from a mental health/wellbeing outside agency.


COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SPEECH & LANGUAGE


Severe disorder or delay affecting curriculum access and everyday conversation.  Processing of verbal information and curriculum focus require extensive support. Literacy development is extremely affected. Requires extensive language modification of the curriculum and for social understanding.  Speech may be largely incomprehensible and communication augmentation is limited. Persistent difficulty in expressing themselves. Use of communication aids, even with support, is limited Extensive access to SaLT with regular, ongoing therapy and setting based interventions.


SUPPORT


All learning and social time requires1:1 support. Small group learning is rarely successful. Requires personalised learning to be in place and delivered 1:1 with personalised targets. Specific interventions are in place every day.


PROGRESS


Progress across all areas of the curriculum is extremely limited. Requires intensive teaching and learning approaches to address specific needs, often delivered 1:1.








SEMH


EMOTIONAL


Extremely low self-esteem and emotional resilience. Almost constant disengagement, frustration, attention seeking and/or aggression. Constant daily support for behaviour regulation/ mediation that may frequently involve SLT. There is a clear connection with severe neurodevelopmental difficulties, attachment disorder or past trauma. Requires personalised teaching of emotional literacy and skills to deal with distress and diffuse situations.  Risk assessment in place.


NEED


Working well below level of peers and is unlikely to achieve even with a personalised curriculum and significantly adapted targets.  Specialist setting may be required. Needs impact beyond educational setting.


BAND


F








	





Regular contact/target setting with SES SEMH team or completed caseload contact and attendance may be severely affected by SEMH needs.





COGNITION & LEARNING 


ATTENTION & CONCENTRATION


MEMORY & PROCESSING


Limited attention span and requires 1:1 support to begin, and stay, on task. Very limited independent organisational skills. Almost constant verbal and/or visual prompting. 


Extremely weak memory and no independent retention or application of information. No independent processing skills and even with 1:1 support, has limited engagement across all areas of curriculum and social interaction.





 COGNITION & LEARNING 


COGNITIVE ABILITY


Learning difficulties that impact significantly on access to the curriculum. Cognitive range is around the 1st percentile. Difficulty with abstract concepts even with significant support.


Regular contact with SES C&L team or completed caseload work.


SENSORY 


OTHER


Pupil requires extensive specialist support and access to therapeutic interventions to ensure sensory needs are met and learning can take place. Distress caused by sensory sensitivities is limiting participation in daily activities and the sensory input being sought may be significantly affecting safety.








SENSORY 


VISUAL


Pupil requires regular contact with the SES Sensory Team and staff require specific training. There is an increasing use of Braille and constant 1:1 support is required for all activities, with some possible physical intervention and support.


SENSORY 


HEARING


Pupil requires regular contact with the SES Sensory Team/Teacher of the Deaf and staff require specific training. There is a total use of sign language and constant 1:1 support is required for all activities.





 PHYSICAL


Constant support for a physical disability/ medical needs. Regular support for self-care, personal care and/or manual handling by one person. Severe motor skill difficulties. Support for a medical issue is provided by a multi-agency approach, that requires staff to be specifically trained to provide medical support and intervention for personal/ intimate care.  Risk assessment in place that will have been advised by a doctor/consultant. An established emergency intervention plan is in place and requires specialised training for staff in the setting.
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SUPPORT


A multi-agency package of support, that includes specialist interventions and personalised approaches, is in place in either in a mainstream or a specialist setting. This support can be delivered by suitably trained in-house staff.





PROGRESS


Progress across all areas of the learning and social curriculum is reliant on a totally individualised curriculum in a mainstream setting or will be in a specialist setting.








Support for a range of needs in an integrated environment. Individualised timetable. Highly structured curriculum. Specialised equipment. Planned inclusion. Specialist staff. External agency input. Multi-professional advice.





MONITORING


Ongoing detailed and daily monitoring by SENDCo and outside agencies in a mainstream setting, or by a multi-agency internal and external team in a specialist setting.





NEED


Combination of complex and profound needs.


Needs have significant impact on functioning beyond educational setting.


BAND


G





	COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SPEECH & LANGUAGE


Complex disorder and delay. Very limited speech that is largely unintelligible and understanding is at single word level. Impacts on all aspects of daily life and little understanding gained from communication aids. Literacy development is severely affected. Limited use of communication aids that only involve simple choices/non-verbal language. Total curriculum modification.  Access to SaLT as part of individualised,  therapeutic provision.


COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SOCIO-COMMUNICATION


Significant support to achieve some level of social interaction. Obsessional and ritualistic behaviour impacts greatly on all aspects of the day. Limited participation in daily life and learning.








SEMH


SOCIAL


Extremely withdrawn and is distressed by social interaction – day to day social activity very limited.  Constant support to interact appropriately with others.  Planned programme of personal and social development with highly predictable routine. Frequent specialist and external support.





 SEMH 


MENTAL HEALTH


Extensive advice and support from CAMHS (or equivalent).


Presents with significant mental health issues and withdrawn from many aspects of daily life. Physical outbursts if stressed by peers. Ongoing self-harm despite interventions. Detailed risk assessment identifying support and a clear plan.








SEMH 


EMOTIONAL


Episodes of frustration that are a constant damage to self-esteem. Often uncooperative, defiant or aggressive. Severely challenging behaviour on a daily basis, that is dangerous to themselves or others. Neurodevelopmental difficulties, attachment disorder or past trauma require therapeutic, targeted support. Planned programme of behaviour management with intervention from assigned staff. Risk assessment in place, that requires regular updating.














 COGNITION & LEARNING 


COGNITIVE ABILITY


Have significant cognitive and intellectual impairment which limits access to all areas of learning and the social curriculum.  


COGNITION & LEARNING


ATTENTION & CONCENTRATION


MEMORY & PROCESSING


Exhibits significant fluctuation in attention and concentration. Is dependent on adult support for all organisation and processing.


SENSORY 


OTHER


Exhibits unusual reactions to sensory stimuli. Access to specialised interactive environments and a personalised curriculum to meet sensory need(s). Specialist support for impact on social interaction. Behaviours linked to sensory needs can be injurious to self or others.





SENSORY 


VISUAL


Severe/complex visual impairment or multi-sensory loss. Needs 1:1 specialist support and a high level of assistive aids. Requires specialist involvement from the SES Sensory Team for advice, monitoring, evaluating progress and staff training.


SENSORY 


HEARING


Severe/profound hearing impairment or multi-sensory loss.  Needs 1:1 specialist support and high level of assistive aids. Requires specialist involvement from the SES Sensory Team/Teacher of the Deaf for advice, monitoring, evaluating progress and staff training.


PHYSICAL


Severe/complex physical disability that may need a powered wheelchair, mobility assistance or hoist. Dependent on trained staff for manual handling or self/personal care requiring two adults. Curriculum modified to reflect physical needs. Physical programme incorporated into curriculum. Severe/complex medical condition that may need medical intervention throughout the day. The condition is persistent and limits access to daily life, is life limiting or degenerative and Continuing Health Care may be in place. Detailed risk assessment and plan of action for medical emergencies. 
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SUPPORT


1:1 and extensive 2:1 support for a range of needs and safety. Individualised provision and highly personalised curriculum. Specialist technical aids. Planned inclusion. Planned out of school support. Specialist staff. External agency input. Multi-professional advice. Staff must be highly specialised.





 H


MONITORING


Specialist multi-agency monitoring and interventions.


PROGRESS


Requires totally individually designed curriculum and more than 1:1 support from a multi-disciplinary team to make expected progress.








NEED


Complex, profound and multiple needs. The needs impact on functioning beyond the educational setting.


BAND





	SEMH 


MENTAL HEALTH


Requires an integrated plan of advice and support from CAMHS (or equivalent).


Presents with extreme mental health issues and are severely withdrawn from daily life. Self-harm that is a risk to life and may require frequent hospitalisation. 


Detailed risk assessment overseen by an individually trained adult. Attendance is severely affected by SEMH needs.











SEMH


EMOTIONAL


Severe and complex behavioural needs – requires resources for crisis intervention. Difficulties can be directly attributed to severe neurodevelopmental difficulties, attachment disorder or past trauma.  Unsafe, risky or anti-social behaviour requires body protection for self -injurious actions. 1:1 support in specialist teaching groups with high levels of intervention. Detailed risk assessment overseen by a trained adult and regularly updated.





SEMH 


SOCIAL


Severe difficulty in engaging in peer relationships due to lack of understanding, awareness or interest and attempts to support engagement can result in distress and/or extreme withdrawal. Severely restricted ability to interact with others and with any programme of personal and social development. Lack of understanding of personal space and social rules or boundaries.


COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SOCIO-COMMUNICATION


Extensive support for social interaction.  Obsessional and ritualistic behaviour impacts severely on all aspects of the day.


Very limited learning access and even in familiar surroundings, is distressed and highly anxious.


COMMUNICATION & INTERACTION 


SPEECH & LANGUAGE


Is non-verbal and any communication is via random sound production/body language/visible excitement or distress. Has severe difficulty understanding language (verbal/non-verbal communication). Very little communicative intent and needs are difficult for others to interpret. Severe and profound impact on literacy and curriculum access. Unable to use communication aids. Requires a specialist curriculum that is delivered in an individual way and includes multi-sensory input. SaLT is not effective.






































 COGNITION & LEARNING 


COGNITIVE ABILITY


Extreme impairment across the range of cognitive skills. 


COGNITION & 


LEARNING 


ATTENTION & CONCENTRATION


Even with full adult support, has extremely limited ability to engage or maintain interest.


SENSORY 


OTHER


Extreme reactions to sensory stimuli. Totally individualised curriculum to meet sensory need(s). Access to high level of interactive environments as part of an integrated plan. Behaviours linked to sensory needs are significantly injurious to self or others.





SENSORY 


HEARING


Has a profound hearing impairment.  Needs 1:1 specialist support. Requires specialist involvement of Teacher of the Deaf for direct work and advice for planning, monitoring, evaluating progress and staff training.








SENSORY 


VISUAL


Has little functional sight or is educationally blind. Needs 1:1 specialist support. Requires specialist involvement of Teacher of the Visually Impaired for direct work and advice for planning, monitoring, evaluating progress and staff training.


PHYSICAL


Complex and Profound physical disability requiring resources for crisis intervention. Needs an individually adapted environment. and detailed manual handling plan. Requires the implementation of multi-disciplinary support. Complex and Profound medical needs requiring resources for crisis intervention. Needs an individually adapted environment. Requires the implementation of multi-disciplinary support and Continuing Health Care will be in place. The condition is persistent, seriously limits access to daily life, and is potentially life-threatening. Detailed plan of specific actions for medical emergencies. Risk assessment overseen by an individually trained adult.




















