
Report for SACRE meeting February 7th 
 
Open the Box Project (SIFRE) 
 
The first part of the Open the Box Project is now complete. Twelve schools participated, each 
one borrowing a box to use in RE lessons. Pupils were encouraged to use investigative 
methods to research information about the artefacts of faith found in their box. St Albans 
High School also produced a booklet about the artefacts in 4 of the boxes for use by schools 
borrowing the boxes in the future. SIFRE would like to publicly thank Stephanie Crossley 
and her staff and pupils for their hard work in doing this. 
Feedback from the participating schools was very positive and has encouraged SIFRE to 
proceed with the second part of the project, the hiring of boxes out to Suffolk schools on a 
half -term basis. After a successful launch at the RE Conference 12 boxes were booked out 
for the Autumn Term. One high school requested 10 boxes for their complete Year 7 intake. 
SIFRE rose to the challenge and provided extra boxes to meet the demand.  Bookings have 
been made for the rest of the academic year with some schools requesting further boxes due 
to the success of using their first one. Demand seems to come from the Ipswich and West 
Suffolk areas. Further advertising of the service needs to be undertaken, although word of 
mouth has proved useful. Perhaps a box could be taken to RE Network meetings, SCITT 
trainings and other RE meetings via lead teachers, Helen Matter and Mary Myatt. 
 
 
Inter-faith Week  November 2013 
 
As part of Inter-faith week SIFRE organised a day of storytelling aimed at primary school 
pupils. Stories from Buddhism and Hinduism were told to children by faith tutors in “St 
Peter’s by the Waterfront” and the story of Jesus’ nativity was dramatised in the format of 
Open the Tent at the UCS waterfront building. Open the Tent uses actors who depict 
characters from the Nativity to tell the birth of Christ.  The scene is set in and around a 
Bedouin style tent and the children visit 5 different storytellers to hear their version of events 
in Bethlehem. The use of props, scenery, costumes and theatre lighting add to the awe and 
wonder of the experience. The children are encouraged to participate and answer reflective 
storytelling type questions. 
Open the Tent was oversubscribed so an extra day’s performance was booked at an Ipswich 
primary school. The whole event was a great success and feedback from pupils and staff was 
100% positive. One headmaster said that he had never seen his Year5 /6 boys sit so quiet and 
be so attentive before. We have had requests to do further performances for those pupils who 
didn’t have a chance to participate this time. There are plans to use the same type of format in 
telling stories from other faiths or other parts of the Bible. 
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