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Visual Timetables (also known as a timeline) 

What is a Visual Timetable? 
 

A visual timetable uses photographs and/or symbols to depict the general daily routine of 
the setting, is usually decided by the adult and should be prepared before the children 
enter the setting for the day. For every symbol displayed on the timetable there must be a 
corresponding symbol attached to the relevant area/routine, where possible. For example, 
there should be a ‘wash hands’ symbol fixed above each sink and a ‘snack symbol’ 
attached to the snack containers. 
Visual Timetables attached to walls should be displayed at the children’s eye line level 
and/or they can also be made portable and used on a key ring or lanyard. 
They should be used throughout a session to support the children’s understanding of the 
routine and referred to repeatedly. 
Some children with additional needs might be given their own individual timetable and this 
can be made smaller and portable. 

 
 

What does it look like? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How does it work? 

 

• A group timetable can be used to provide children with general information about 
what is going to happen next and can be referred to throughout the session/day. 
Each photograph/symbol can be removed then posted into a finished box to 
show that, that part of the day has finished. 

• An individual timetable can be more detailed and staff should encourage a child to 
post the symbols into a finished box when the activity/part of the day has 
finished and then point to the next symbol. 
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Who might benefit from a visual timetable? 
It is possible that all children in the nursery would benefit from knowing the order of the 
day. It might particularly benefit; 

• Children with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder (A.S.D.) 

• Children who are extremely anxious 

• Children with communication and language difficulties 

• Children with English as an Additional Language 

• Children new to nursery and who need constant reminders about when it is time 
to go home. 

 
The current recommendation (2019) from the Speech and Language service is that Visual 
timelines giving general information, such as daily routine, are presented vertically to avoid 
confusion for children using work schedules or sequences, that have to be followed and 
which are presented in a horizontal format. However, there are a various different ways of 
presenting visual timelines and it is important to choose the format that best suits the needs 
of the individual child. 
 

Examples of Visual Timetables: 
 

Using an A4 Ring binder file Using a key-ring 

Using a Shoe box  

      
   

 

 

Using laminated card     


