
Principles 
and 

Practice of 
Assessment

The EYFS seeks to provide: 

“a secure foundation through planning for 
the learning and development of each 

individual child and assessing and 
reviewing what they have learned 

regularly”.

“Before assessing children, it’s a good 
idea to think about whether the 

assessments will be useful”. 

(Development Matters 2020)

“The Revised Framework and DMs is not 
just about reducing workload.  Its about 
improving the way we use assessment”.                                

(Julian Grenier NW 2020)

“Assessment is most effective when it 
guides professional judgement. 

Helpful assessments will pinpoint how 
well a child is progressing towards the 

setting’s curricular goals”. 

(Curriculum guidance - Julian Grenier).

The most important role assessment has, is to improve the child’s learning 
and overall experience. So most assessment is minute-by-minute. It’s 

scaffolding children’s learning. For older children in the EYFS, it’s about 
giving kind but precise feedback that helps them to reflect on and develop 

their learning.
Where you see       

click to find out 

more



Does the glove fit? A unique child.
“Every child can make progress, if they are given the right support”. 

DM 2020

What ‘fits’ one child may not necessarily fit another.  Poor fitting 
curriculum and assessment can hinder learning and progress.  Being 
flexible, and responsive, and using observation and assessment to 

truly see the child can enable a good ‘fit’.

.



Key 
Materials 

Statutory

Statutory Assessments

➢ EYFS progress check 
at age two

➢ Reception Baseline  

➢ EYFS Profile

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf


Key 
Materials 
non-statutory

Non-statutory Documents

➢ Development Matters (DMs) and Birth to Five Matters provide non-
statutory guidance to support curriculum and assessment.

➢ DMs has checkpoints. Use these as a guide to help identify any 
concerns.  If a concern is identified go to something more detailed*

(*more information will be available in the Leaders and Managers section on

https://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/early-years/eyfs-in-suffolk/assessment )

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/944603/Development_Matters_-_non-statuatory_cirriculum_guidance_for_EYFS.pdf
http://development-matters.org.uk/download/103/
https://www.birthto5matters.org.uk/
https://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/early-years/eyfs-in-suffolk/assessment


Recognise

recognise
children’s 
progress       

Understand

understand 
their needs

Plan

plan 
activities 

and support

Expectations of assessment in the EYFS

EYFS 2.1. Assessment plays an important part in helping parents,

carers and practitioners to:

Observe Assess Plan

https://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/early-years/eyfs-in-suffolk/continuous-provision


The 
Observation, 
Assessment 
and Planning 
(OAP)  Cycle

Birth to Five Matters 2021

Find out more about 

the OAP cycle

https://www.birthto5matters.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Explaining-the-OAP-Cycle.pdf


Expectations of assessment in the EYFS

EYFS 2.1. Ongoing assessment:

Is an integral part of the learning and development
process,

it involves practitioners knowing children’s level of
achievement and interests

and shaping teaching and learning experiences for each
child reflecting that knowledge regularly.



More time to 

listen to 
children

Expectations of assessment in the EYFS

EYFS 2.2. Assessment should not entail prolonged breaks from

interaction with children, nor require excessive paperwork.

more time for 

quality 

interactions

more time to develop 

respectful 

relationships with 
parents

Where practitioners can make the biggest difference is spending more 
time playing with children.  This will allow:

more time to 

listen to 
children

https://www.famly.co/blog/what-sustained-shared-thinking-kathy-brodie


Birth to Five Matters 2021

EYFS 2.2 When assessing whether an individual child is at the

expected level of development:

Expectations of assessment in the EYFS

Practitioners should draw on their 

knowledge of the child and their 

own expert professional judgement.

Practitioners should not be required 

to prove this through collection of 
physical evidence.



Expectations of assessment in the EYFS

EYFS 2.3. Parents and/or carers should be kept up-to-date with their

child’s progress and development.

Practitioners should address any learning
and development needs in partnership, with:

parents and/or 
carers

any relevant 
professionals



Expectations of assessment in the Ofsted 
Education Inspection Framework

[Inspectors] will talk to practitioners about their assessment of 
what children know and can do and how they are building on it. 
(2.1)

Criteria for good Leadership and Management

Leaders focus on improving practitioners’ knowledge of the areas of
learning and understanding of how children learn to enhance the teaching
of the curriculum and appropriate use of assessment.

Criteria for good Quality of Education

Practitioners and leaders use assessment well to check what children
know and can do to inform teaching. This includes planning suitably
challenging activities and responding to specific needs. Leaders
understand the limitations of assessment and avoid unnecessary
burdens for staff or children. (P34)



Criteria for Inadequate Quality of Education:

Assessment is overly burdensome. It is unhelpful in

determining what children know, understand and can do.

Criteria for Inadequate Leadership and Management:

Leaders are not doing enough to tackle the poor

curriculum or teaching, or the inappropriate use of

assessment. This has a significant impact on children’s

progress, particularly those who are disadvantaged and

those with SEND.

Expectations of assessment in the Ofsted 
Education Inspection Framework



Top tips for you to evaluate your current 
assessment practice

Consider the 
usefulness of 
assessment 
within the 
curriculum

Child 
development 

knowledge must 
inform your 
curriculum

Workload 
should be 

proportionate 
to delivering your 

curriculum 
successfully

Formative 
Assessment 
informs your 
curriculum 
planning. 

It is
Ongoing and 
responsive

Summative
Assessment 
captures the 

effectiveness of 
the curriculum in 
helping children 

progress

Thinking afresh!! 

don’t do what 
you’ve always 

done just 
because…

Finding and 

listening to the 

children’s voice

Involving Families

Parents as 

Partners

Assessment to support 

children with additional 

needs

Developing Practice 

for Leaders and 

Managers

Visit the Assessment pages to find more 

information about:

https://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/early-years/eyfs-in-suffolk/assessment
https://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/early-years/eyfs-in-suffolk/assessment
https://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/early-years/eyfs-in-suffolk/assessment
https://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/early-years/eyfs-in-suffolk/assessment
https://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/early-years/eyfs-in-suffolk/assessment


Click each 
picture to 

find out more

EYFS Framework Webinar

Explore the 6 steps and watch the 

video. Step 3 is about assessment

The resource offers stimulus for professional dialogue

and discussion and invites practitioners to reflect critically

on their own practice in relation to how observations of

learning are gathered, analysed and used to improve

learning.

https://abcdoes.com/webinars/early-years-framework-2021/
https://abcdoes.com/webinars/early-years-framework-2021/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Effective-Assessment-Early-Years-Foundation/dp/1473953855
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Mary-Sheridans-Birth-Five-Years/dp/041583354X/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=mary+sheridan&qid=1625566197&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JHrI_4OBuXI
https://www.pengreen.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/A-Celebratory-Approach-to-SEND-Assessment-in-Early-Years-1.pdf
https://tapestry.info/eyfs-in-september-2021-with-tapestry.html
https://www.pengreen.org/preparing-for-the-introduction-of-the-reformed-eyfs-observing-to-understand-children/
https://education.gov.scot/media/hc5p51fi/elc25-observation-resource-part3-using-observation-to-improve-learning.pptx

