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Jan’s notes: 

Servicing Officers Report for SACRE Friday 4th November 2016: Jan McGuire 

1. SACRE Prevent Project completed April 2016: Launch June 2016 

 

Setting the Scene: 
The Suffolk Prevent team commissioned project had permission to proceed at the end of 
January 2016. It was successfully completed within the April deadline and launched in June 
2016. Suffolk SACRE was chosen as a delivery partner based on a respected historical 
relationship between the local authority and the members of faith, the Religious Education 
advisors and the active classroom teachers. There was an agreed and shared will to support 
teachers and a genuine expertise and interest in teaching about controversial and sensitive 
issues.  
 
Main Conclusions of the Consultation Process: 

1. SACRE should produce a toolkit of age appropriate PREVENT resources suitable for 

Primary/ Secondary 

2. The final product needs to be quite generic rather than focusing on one curriculum 

area e.g. Pastoral focus/ RE/ PSHE/ Citizenship 

3. Teachers needed a resource that was easy to understand, user-friendly ‘pick up and 

run’ and short, rather than a prescriptive or restrictive full lesson plan. 

The most popular suggestions were: 

 Assembly starter themes/ Tutor theme/ topic cards 

 Lesson starter cards- with big open questions 

 A media link/ photo or interactive task, themed to the PREVENT headings, followed by 

questions and a follow up task 

 Definition cards 

 Open ended big question cards 

 Tasks linked to age range/ needs/ suggested curriculum area/ assessment 

 Story/ literature card linked to a follow up task and big questions e.g. stories of people 

of faith and belief/ case studies 
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4. Some guidance was needed with regards to teaching sensitive and controversial 

topics in class- SACRE could include some advice on ground rules/ circle time/ safe 

environments 

5. Some guidance was required for staff with regards to building confidence in delivering 

these topics- suggested modelling of good practice in school- role play based on case 

studies or real life situations. SACRE & In-house training from staff that deal with 

dialogue/ questioning techniques on a regular basis e.g. RE/PSHE/drama. 

6. Some guidance was requested with regards to rural schools- mono-culture: SACRE 

could provide a card in the pack with suggestions for raising awareness of world faiths 

and increasing links with faith communities/ EEFA e.g. visits/ speakers/ partner 

schools/ skype links (SACRE project with EEFA as a partner)  

7. Willingness to engage with projects managed by SACRE e.g. Request to create a film 

about British Values/ faith in Suffolk by children for children reflecting our culture and 

faith in Suffolk.            

 
 The Final Out-come: Completion and Launch of the Teaching Controversial Issues Toolkit: June 
2016 
‘The Teaching Controversial Issues Toolkit’ is a flexible, non-prescriptive framework written by 
teachers for teachers as a result of a comprehensive consultation process at six education 
hubs across Suffolk. The Toolkit provides a new and simple ‘6 Step Plan’ methodology; a 
practical and successful way to structure the delivery of sensitive and controversial issues. It 
is accompanied by a bank of accessible exemplar resources to support teachers delivering 
controversial or sensitive issues; with a focus on 9 themes related to Prevent: 

1. Sense of belonging 
2. Terrorism 
3. Extremism 
4. Hate Crime 
5. Tolerance 
6. Being British 
7. Radicalisation 
8. World Events 
9. Culture and faith 

The teaching resources and toolkit can be accessed through the following link:  
‘Teaching Controversial Issues Toolkit’. - http://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/11-19-learning-
teaching/religious-education/sacre/prevent 
  
 

 Evaluation examples: Full document on the SACRE website 

 ‘Easy to use’, ‘I feel more confident to develop my delivery of the Prevent strategy. 
The new resources will definitely help with this. The discussions have helped to 
deepen my understanding of this area ’, ‘Feel more confident to pass on to other 
members in the school. Resources will support less confident teachers to introduce 
topic areas. Thank you.’, ‘I initially had no idea what this session was about;  I feel it 
was very valuable. The documents are well thought out, and it will be a very useful 
resource in school’, ‘Useful session. Really helpful to consider ways that Prevent can 

http://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/11-19-learning-teaching/religious-education/sacre/prevent
http://www.suffolklearning.co.uk/11-19-learning-teaching/religious-education/sacre/prevent
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be addressed within lessons at an appropriate level and in an appropriate way. Liked 
the methodology too. I will use the consulting process when consulting staff back at 
school’, ‘working through the whole cycle of resource development was very useful 
and thought provoking, ‘Every CPD course that has involved Suffolk SACRE has been 
superb. Interesting and enlightening’, ‘You could give to any teacher straight from the 
box to teach. A few minutes on the 6 Step Plan and away you go.’ 

 
Follow up work for SACRE: WHAT NOW? 
The work was launched in Suffolk on June 16th 2016 and receptions have been positive. 
Kathryn Wright, AREIAC regional chair, Jane Brooke on the AREIAC Executive and the REC 
Relilience group under Rudi Eliott Lockhart, RE Today and county RE representatives have all 
shown interest at this early stage.  

 Having a link and a brief synopsis on the REC Resilience section of the website would 
be a positive next move. I have asked that if the REC uses our link that they should 
ensure  that the contents is shared with Suffolk SACRE before uploading onto the REC, 
along with a paragraph offering support and training from Suffolk SACRE. It would 
state that we provide the materials free of charge. However, advisors and schools 
wishing to train others to use these materials will need to hold a certificate of delivery 
from Suffolk SACRE, gained from attending a training course. : document submitted 
by JM July 2016 

 An article and link on the AREIAC Exec website: submitted by JM October 10th 2016 

 An article in RE Today: requested but not yet written. 

 Suffolk SACRE hope that the materials are used based on the 6 step plan 
methodology, and this requires some thought and planning, and Suffolk SACRE will be 
offering support and training to regions hoping to launch in their schools. Initially we 
could run a centralised training session for advisers and lead teachers to ensure that 
they understand the 6 step methodology, and to provide them with the 
understanding of the work in order to deliver to others. There would be a charge for 
this. 

 An additional SACRE commissioned project based on the comments made by teachers 
in the evaluation workshops: running a pilot with additional support to enable the 
embedding of the work. This could be funded through commissioned Charitable 
Foundation bids. It could be SACRE based as before, or independently project 
managed. 
 

SACRE Prevent Phase 2:  An additional Home Office / Prevent project to embed the toolkit. 
SACRE was approached by the SCC Equalities and Inclusion team to lead a new project, 
Manwar and Jan McGuire seeking guidance from Claire Harvey, Allison Coleman and her 
team. A bid was submitted Friday 14th October 2016: 
 The SACRE projects outcome (aim): The intention is to embed the 6 Step Plan Methodology, a 

resource that builds understanding and prevention of radicalisation and support for 

terrorism, so that teachers feel confident to use the materials, deliver lessons and discuss 

controversial issues linked to the Prevent/ British Values agenda within early years to FE 

settings, including within rural mono-cultural education settings. SACRE will end the 

educational experience with an opportunity to build real networks with multi-faith and multi-

cultural settings, with a subsidised visit to allow pupils, from especially disadvantaged areas, 

that would normally be financially excluded from such experiences, to extend their social-
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bridging opportunities, raise their awareness and enrich their understanding of community 

cohesion, the wider world and the opportunities that exist. 

 SACRE will initially establish Hubs to model the teaching methodology, and pilot the 

‘Teaching Controversial Issues Toolkit’ materials in rural mono-cultural settings and high 

deprivation areas. This process enables the development of a structured approach to 

delivering controversial and sensitive issues in a safe and measured way, demystifying the 

Prevent themes. This process will enable the teaching staff and students to raise questions 

that will shape their conference call, visit and network opportunities with multi-faith/ multi-

cultural educational settings. 

 There will be a focus on linking schools with a rural and mono-cultural experience to multi-

faith, multi-cultural and Mosque schools. The intension is to develop an opportunity to 

enrich community cohesion and provide a rare experience for these rural mono-cultural 

school settings to develop a real and meaningful discussion with the wider diverse 

community. Teachers will be supported by SACRE to build sustainable support networks with 

multi-faith and multi-cultural settings and the Mosque.  

 SACRE intend to use a variety of ways to link the schools together: 1) conference calls 2) 

creating ‘live’ video opportunities in order to film  video clips made by the children for 

children back at school settings 3) visiting speakers and 4) SACRE organised  visits to the 

Mosque. These materials will be uploaded for teachers to access, allowing for sustainability. 

 SACRE will use local data (Hidden Needs September 2016) to identify, and link, schools 

within the most deprived areas of Suffolk to schools that have high attainment.  

 

 Embedding: SACRE is aware that the work has only just started. The most important 

work to embed the 2016 Prevent Project  and reach out to the very rural schools and 

respond to the mono-cultural experiences most of them have, is now required. Some 

of the views held within the mono-cultural rural communities can be very anti multi-

culturalism and multi-faith experiences, and we hope to open hearts and minds to 

community cohesion and the benefits of having rich networks that can enrich their 

curriculum and social bridging experiences. 

 The project also responds to comments made by teachers through an evaluation of 

needs process in 2016: they requested an opportunity to participate in a pilot with 

additional support to enable the embedding of the Prevent work. Guidance was 

requested for teaching staff with regards to building confidence in delivering Prevent 

topics- suggested modelling of good practice in school- role play based on case 

studies or real life situations. SACRE & In-house support from staff that deal with 

dialogue/ questioning techniques on a regular basis e.g. RE/PSHE/drama. 

 Further guidance was requested with regards to rural schools- mono-culture: SACRE 

could provide support with raising awareness of world faiths and increasing links with 

faith communities/ EEFA e.g. visits/ speakers/ partner schools/ skype links.  
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SACRE seeks to establish excellence in SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, Social & Cultural ) in all schools, 
recognising the SMSC curriculum should support and ‘encourage dialogue, rather than 
closing it down’. 

‘It is important to emphasise that the Prevent duty is not intended to stop debating 
controversial issues… On the contrary, schools should provide a safe space in which children, 
young people and staff can understand’ the issues raised by the Prevent duty ‘and develop the 
knowledge and skills to be able to challenge’. Department for Education (DfE) 

2. SACRE Schools Choice RE Conference June 2016: Wherstead Park 9.00-16.00 

 38 paying delegates, 5 non-paying contributing SACRE teacher presenters, 4 
Conference lead speakers, 8 SACRE / SCC / Schools Choice members: Total 55 

 A relatively positive response to the conference compared to regional attendance: 
JMCG to ask for some evaluation of regional attendance at the AREIAC meeting. The 
majority of delegates are coming from Primary Schools. Few (6) are coming from 
Secondary: 3 paying + 3 contributing.  

 The Conference provided delegates with practical updates on local and national 
developments in teaching RE, with a focus on deep teaching Christianity and Islam. 
Delegates were also provided with the opportunity to examine the new SACRE 
Prevent Teaching Controversial Issues Toolkit and to hear about Prevent and its 
impact on the classroom.  

 Updates were provided on: 1. Teaching Schools- Victoria Bush, 2. Farmington 
Research- Gemma Kingston, 3. Assemblies Project- Steph Crossley/ David Yaroslaw 
and the students from Debenham 4. British Values Game- Sarah Cobbold, 5. Diocesan 
update & Primary RE- Helen Matter, 6. REQM- Jane Brooke, 7. Prevent, radicalisation 
and teaching controversial issues- Manwar Ali and 8. Local SACRE and national RE- Jan 
McGuire.  

Evaluation of the SACRE RE Conference June 16th 2016 

What next? Research Project idea (1) 
Value of visiting places of worship 

1. How can we cover the cost of this? 
2. If you get the chance include a visit to the 

Mosque in Bond Street. The children and adults 
loved it. 

 

What next? Research Project idea (3)  
Embedding the 6 Step Plan- 
Controversial Issues Toolkit 

1. Very interested in being involved: Ellie Flack and 
Lynsey Ramsall at Great Heath Academy 

2. eflack@greatheathacademy.attrust.org.uk 

Evaluation of p.m. presentation: From 
Home Office to the Classroom with 
Manwar Ali and Jan McGuire : 

1. Thank you. Food for thought with regards to the 
Prevent resource. A realistic way of approaching 
these controversial issues and has helped me to 
understand my role. Look forward to receiving 
the links. 

2. Thank you so much for the opportunity to hear 
from Manwar and to witness his humanity. Will 
take the Prevent message and resources back to 
school to share. 

Wall of Wisdom: general comments 1. Great, positive, refreshing day. Many thanks. K 
2. Thank you to Jan and Helen the ‘dream team’ 

indeed, for all of their hard work. So very much 
appreciated. T 
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3. Sidegate primary all willing to be involved in re-
thinking levels. Focus on assessment of RE linked 
to the SACRE formal constitutional review of the 
Agreed syllabus. Katie.gooch@sidegate.net 

4. Fantastic food! A delicious and filling lunch. 
Thank you. 

5. Wherstead Park is a lovely venue but very 
difficult to access by public transport, crossing 
the A14 was not safe. Support green transport in 
Suffolk. 

6. Was there a reason why we didn’t get a bag? 
7. A great day. Informative, well set out, great 

refreshments. Good blend of activities. Fantastic 
knowledge sharing. Thank you. 

8. Totally amazing day, so positive, so great to see 
Suffolk ahead of the game and responding so 
positively. I am going away with a renewed 
confidence and the tools to do the job. The 
conference was well planned and led so well by 
Jan: fast moving, packed with information. So 
worth a day of reflection away from the 
classroom. Sincere thanks S Graves, Hardwick 
BSE. 

9. Professional film clip produced by SCC would be 
useful for the classroom as a discussion point 

 

 What next? Do we have a conference next year?  Do we go with Schools Choice? Do 
we stand alone? Do we do a joint conference with AREIAC or another RE body? 
 

3. Hidden Needs: How will SACRE respond? 
On Wednesday 28th September 2016 the ‘Hidden Needs’ report to the Suffolk Community 
Foundation, produced by Suffolk University, was formally launched. 
How is it relevant to Suffolk SACRE? 

 The report identifies clearly the neighbourhoods that have the highest levels of 
disadvantage, poverty and deprivation throughout Suffolk. The report identifies 
concerns that impact children and young people: income deprivation affecting 
children, social mobility and educational achievement. 

 There is a correlation between deprivation, wellbeing and achievement. 

 Ofsted has highlighted that rural schools and coastal schools often fail to provide a 
rich and diverse experience of faith and wider social-bridging and cultural 
opportunities that prepare children and young people to access the wider world. We 
have witnessed that Suffolk schools have received such comments. We are aware that 
families are experiencing financial constraints and cannot provide additional funding 
of school trips, activities and enrichment experiences. Schools face difficult decisions 
of how to budget efficiently. This impacts on the classroom experience and on the 
depth and breadth of opportunities that some children and young people can access. 
It may also impact on decisions made over staffing; especially of qualified RE teachers. 
The experience that some children and young people receive of RE is varied.  

mailto:Katie.gooch@sidegate.net
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 What next?  
1. Use the data to help us to focus on the pockets of need if we are planning to take 

SACRE projects into the community.  
2. A commissioned project to develop access to a wider experience of faith and 

excellence in RE. This could involve matching REQM schools to schools that desire 
support to improve their RE curriculum offer and delivery. This may include 
seeking support from business with Conferencing facilities to allow access to 
places of worship and speakers. It could be a joint project with EEFA? It could be a 
SACRE and business joint project? It could be a SACRE and University joint 
project? It could be a video based joint project with a media team? Videos could 
be produced to link Suffolk rural schools and their views of faith and religion- to 
multi-faith schools: sharing with schools in urban areas with a multi-faith 
experience via conference links/ captured on video.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


