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Religious Education support offered to Suffolk Schools 

School Visits 

• Regular termly training with (1) Worlingham, Brampton and Ringsfield 
and (2) St Mary’s, Hadleigh, and (3) Tudor, continued.  On these days, I 
see all staff in phase teams during the course of the day with report back on 
their current units of work and preparation time for their next units. 

• New termly work with (4) St Christopher’s, Red Lodge, (5) Barnham 
(with Ixworth / Honington) was added this spring and I will continue to 
grow these groups as they have been highly effective. 

• Visits to Walsham-le-Willows, Risby, Moulton, St Matthew’s, Eyke, 
Capel St Mary, Lawshall, St Mary’s CE Academy, Trinity, St John’s, 
Honington, Creeting St Mary, Elmsett, Cavendish 

• Many more schools contacted and helped through email and phone calls. 
 

Other training 

• NQT Day – 80% of church schools attended this course run on behalf of 
Schools’ Choice but only one NQT from community / academy schools – 
Thomas Wolsey.  The training was suitable for all. 

• SCITT Day – successful training of 60+ students in the two venues – 
Keswick Hall and Ipswich 

• EYFS courses – small courses run to train EYFS teachers on new RE units.   

• KS1 / lower KS2 and upper KS2 courses on new curriculum materials in 
June and July.  Numbers lowish. 

• Basics courses in RE and CW ran in their usual termly format and picked 
up 6-10 heads/ nqts and others who had missed main courses 

 

National Society – Church of England - and RE 

I have continued to work on RE Development Group nationally as the Christianity 
project developed and have been trained as a trainer for the project.  Launches in 
May mean many diocese are planning big courses for next year on this project.  It is 
exciting to see our own EYFGS materials published as part of this launch.   

Vicki Boxall, St Mary’s Mildenhall, co-authored a report on the materials which will be 
in the autumn edition of RE Today magazine.  
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Church School inspections of VA schools / Academies 

• Stonham Aspal has joined Elveden and Mildenhall St Mary with 
outstanding RE – a great achievement. 

Emmanuel Project progress 

This project funded by the Diocese is making excellent 
progress.  The first Emmanuel Project CD – 22 
Christianity units in response to OFSTED reports - is on 
sale and we are close to selling the first 100.  It costs £75. 

Sikhism, Buddhism and Judaism KS2 residentials have 
taken place to help write units for the KS2 section of the 
Agreed Syllabus.  It was good to welcome members of 
SACRE as faith visitors to help with the Buddhism and 
Judaism units.   

For Sikhism, we used some good 
materials recommended by 
Prabjot and were able to employ 
a Sikhism consultant too through a link with Barningham 
CEVC Primary.  This speaker also went on to visit 
Worlingham CEVC Primary where the children and staff 
greatly enjoyed their visit.   See photos here of children’s 
questions about Guru Nanak and their attempts to feed the 
whole school in their work on ‘langar’ (Sikh free kitchen).   

The Judaism course was broadened to include teachers from KS1 and enabled us to 
produce 4 new draft KS1 units to add to the Christianity ones.  One teacher has 
volunteered to come back and help with a Muslim unit for KS1.   

The units from these conferences are under 
construction with some drafts in schools already.   

A day course on Humanism took place a fortnight 
ago and Dennis Johnston came to join us.  The 
course took place shortly after the launch of a new 
‘Understanding Humanism’ website.  The 
Humanism unit is now completed and out for trial.   

The Muslim units will be introduced to a wider 
audience at the RE Conference and the KS2 courses in June / July.   

The second Emmanuel Project CD will be created and put out for sale late in the 
autumn term.  It will have 15 KS2 units and 5 KS1 units.  This will then provide a 
complete programme of study for EYFS, KS1 and KS2 in the majority of Suffolk 
Primary schools.  Each CD is selling at £75. 

Wendy Rayner will present her part in this project at a Farmington Fellowship 
evening after school at Kingsfleet Community Primary on July 7th. 

 

Helen Matter June 2016 


