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	Story Telling and Reading Material

(Including books, comics, magazines etc…)

	Practice Prompts


	Rating

1-5
	Evidence & Action Points

	A dedicated reading area is set up for children to use independently. 
	
	

	A wide selection of reading material is accessible. Books and related resources are rotated to maintain interest.
	
	

	Reading and story-telling is a collaborative and interactive experience.
	
	

	The use of reading material and story telling is planned for and relates to the specific interests of children.
	
	

	Adults make links with parents to engage them in reading activities with the children.
	
	


	Adult/Child Interactions

	Practice prompts


	Rating

1-5
	Evidence & Action Points

	Adults know their key children well and plan activities and resources based on individual children’s interests, abilities, needs and learning behaviours (schemas).
	
	

	Adults show respect for children by listening attentively, making good eye contact (where appropriate*), smiling and waiting patiently for children to finish or answer a question.  
* There is evidence that for some children, direct eye contact reduces a child’s ability to access their own thoughts in a comfortable way.
	
	

	Adults provide opportunities for children to work together to complete a task cooperatively.  Adults help children to develop appropriate communication and social behaviour with their peers.
	
	

	Adults regularly ask open-ended questions, encourage elaborations and support continual exchanges.
	
	

	 Support for Language

	Practice prompts
	Rating

1-5
	Evidence & Action Points

	Adults encourage children to reason throughout the day, using actual events and experiences as a basis for concept development.
	
	

	Adults support and challenge children’s thinking by getting involved in the thinking process, showing an awareness of their interests and understanding.
	
	

	Adults balance listening and talking appropriately for age and abilities of children during communication activities.
	
	

	 Adults have individual conversations with most of the children, adding more words and ideas to what the children say. Where appropriate, they use questions that encourage longer and more complex answers.
	
	


Quick self-evaluation tool for reviewing the support for communication and language in your setting





The ‘practice prompts’ within the following three sections can give you a quick way to rate your learning environment’s strength of support for the typical development of children’s communication and language. 





The sections are:


Story Telling and Reading Material


Adult/Child Interactions


Support for Language





The responses you give may help to indicate which of the communication audits would be particularly useful to begin your exploration of your provision. 


When you read each prompt, begin by rating how well you believe your setting provides for all children in the setting and then add any relevant notes that evidence this, or actions you could undertake to improve your offer
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